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\/ coup? | doubt it.

Its been a month of
thank-you celebrations for
our long-time President
Ken Virtue, seen here with
Potter legend Marjorie
Beecham and a few of his
new girlfriends.

A sumptuous luncheon
and presentation was
made in Ken’s honour,
who has finally retired
from the WMI&AA
committee after more than
25 years. He will always be
welcome around here!

For more details, see
Marjorie’s Pottery Group
report inside.

Ken & Maryorie pose for our proposed ‘Living Legends’ calendar series.
[Inset: As you wonld expect, Ken & 1ibby have already installed the coup in their Thornbury digs!]

Gail Macrae - a member for life! Did you know (Part 1)?
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We trust our chooks are not

awakening Lib & Ken too early. We
had a fun luncheon on Tuesday last
to say a formal thank you to Ken
for his many improvements to the
studio over the years. The Tuesday
potters made him a set of laying
hens as a thank you present. We set up a chook run
outside the studio with an imported A-frame nesting box

made from 100 year old galvanised iron made by my
grandson-in-law James. So thank you James. Brenda
supplied the fences, Sally (my daughter) brought down
straw from Mansfield and a cackling battery-run chook,
which certainly helped to create the right atmosphere.
Manda and Peter Sgourakis supplied the wine and soft
drinks. Every Tuesday potter made one or more chooks
so all in all it was a group effort.

Thank you to everyone involved. The food was delicious,
the decor great, and the company outstanding!

Marjorie Beecham

With Adrian in the wilds of
Myanmar, fresh from the successes
of 1984, we have a guest report
from Susan Rundle, who directs the
final WT'C offering for 2016,
Speaking in Tongues, by Andrew
Bovell.

In the notes that follow, Susan provides some
background to the play.

Speaking in Tongues

The year 2001 produced one of the best Australian films
of all time - Lantana

directed by the talented

Ray Lawrence with a

mega cast including

Anthony LaPaglia,

Geoffrey Rush, Vince

Collosimo, Barbara

Hershey, Rachel Blake

and Kerry Armstrong. Lantana picked up 36 awards and
received a further 22 nominations.

What many people may not know is that L.antana is the
film adaptation of Speaking in Tongues by award winning
Australian author Andrew Bovell. Originally published in
1998, Speaking in Tongues continues to be produced
throughout Australia, Europe and the US.

Speaking in Tongues is a mystery, a thriller, but it is also
about human relationships. About connection or the lack
of it. About trust or the lack of it. About fear, about loss,
about love. This is a play full of intersecting lines. It is
about husbands and wives and strangers. Life is screwed-
up and wonderful - all at once.

Speaking in Tongues stars Gemma Porter, Chris Farrell,
Gabby Llewellyn Salter and Michael Fenemore. The play
is being performed in its original format of 4 actors
playing 9 Characters.

There are 8 performances: Nov 18,19, 25, 26 Nov
(including matinee on 26 Nov), and Dec 1,2, 3

Upcoming events for your diary

* Follies 2017 Writer’s Meeting: Friday Oct 7 (7:30 pm)

* Working Bee: Sunday 23 October at 10.00am.

* Christmas party: Sunday 11 December at 4.30 at
Stiggants. Bring salad, sides and tipple of choice.



Warrandyte Music Concerts

My name is Lisa and I
have been running
monthly concerts at
the Warrandyte Hall
for the past year now.
Pheeew!! and what a
yeat.

I was inspired to organise these concerts through my
friendships with a number of highly talented musicians,
many of whom live in the greater Warrandyte area.

I was hearing wonderful, unique and exciting
compositions from these creative individuals and
ensembles and also seeing how difficult it can be to
find a venue to share your music and also be
remunerated for your creativity.

You may be aware of the lower number of music
venues that there are across Melbourne now than there
used to be. There are still a number of venues
especially hotels who support the music scene which is
great ... but what if your genre of music doesn’t fit
into the pub scene.

It was my wish to create a venue where beautiful music
is played, the atmosphere of the evening is warm,
intimate and friendly, healthful food and beverages are
served, is local, and the musicians are remunerated as
deserved for their much needed contribution to society.
The Arts support our soul life and in today’s often
stress filled lifestyle we need just as much as ever to
experience the depth, beauty, contemplation and joy
the Arts can offer us. The Warrandyte Hall for this
"venue creation" is the petfect location as the hall has
wonderful acoustics, an inviting, relaxed atmosphere
and may I say a great committee who have been
extremely helpful whenever I have needed it. The
location of Warrandyte is also very special as I always
encourage our music goers to come early and enjoy a
walk by the river and one of the many lovely cafes/
restaurants.

Our next Concert on Saturday October 22nd is the
wonderful Light Quartet who have played already in
the Warrandyte Hall and are of exceptional calibre -
David Jones - drums/percussion, Michael Johnson -
harp, Evripides Evripidou - bass and Matthew Arnold -
violin/viola. Music goers at previous Light Quartet
concerts have commented at the end of the evening -
“I have never heard music like that before” (in
reference to the harp with drums etc), “stunning
music”, “I feel so relaxed after that concert”, and “we
are so lucky to have them play in Warrandyte”.

For more information please see the concert flyer in
the Dodger and if you are able to come to our next
concert I look forward to meeting you and sharing our
beautiful evenings of music.

Lisa Pearson




The Warrandyte Mechanics Institute and Arts Association is delighted to formally acknowledge Gail Macrae for her long and dedicated
contribution to the life of the Association.

Gail has contributed in so many roles over so many years it is hard to be sure we remember them all. Her primary interest has been theatre,
where she bas been involved in a remarkable 50 plus productions. She has served on the Central Committee and has been a great friend to
the Hall giving her time, muscle and love to its care and improvement.

Her first appearance on stage may have been as a cleaner in Resounding
Tinfker in the early 80s. She performed in Follies, Christmas pageants,
and as a CWA lady in Dimboola serving up 120 meals every night! But
it was offstage where Gail did her best work over 30 years up to 2012
before moving down to Ocean Grove.

Gail became the go-to Producer for the Warrandyte Theatre Company,
being the person who knew what to do, where to go, who to ring and when
to call a spade a fucking shovel — a strong right hand for any Director. If
she wasn’t producing she was Stage Managing and if she wasn't Stage
Managing she was
operating lights or sound
or painting or set bulding
or costume making or prop
gathering or Front of
Housing or anything else
that needed doing. She
wrote sketches for the
Follies, Co-directed the
Follies and Assistant Directed a number of other shows.

In all that time her good humonr and just get it done efficiency made her a stahwart of the
group. Her antics from the bio box will be vividly remembered by many trying to be serions
on stage, as will her lovingly personalised presents at after parties and her undisputed staying
power in the supper room.

In recognition of Gail’s distinguished contribution over so many years, we are delighted to
confer on her Life Membership of the Association and thank her for everything she has
done.




A tale of three Kens.

[This is an edited extract of the President’s thank you speech at a farewell dinner (held Mon. Sept. 19) for a living legend — Ken 1V irtue.]
I want to say a few words — well 3 words in particular about our Ken.

1. Kenveralls

We have seen Ken in many outfits on and off-stage, but the most enduring image I
have of Ken will be him in a trusty pair of Kenveralls. I’'m not sure Ken knew how
to say ‘no’. It’s also fair to say he’s no shirker when it comes to hard work, whether it
involved: re-roofing, re-painting, re-pairing, clean-ups, set building, bump-ins and
bump-outs, or working bees — Ken was always there — working and coordinating
above and beyond the call, then sharing a beer, wine, memories and laughs with co-
workers at the end of yet another job well done.

2. Ken-do

Creatively — Ken could do it all. Acting, directing, singing and dancing, in Follies,

pantos, and plays.

(Ok the singing bit is a stretch) Countless videotapes and DVDs confirm our

memories of Ken in character on stage — always present, focussed and submerged in

his loveable characters.

The only time I wasn’t quite convinced was when he played George in Life After George — maybe I refused to believe
our Kenny could be the selfish bastard that George clearly was.

As a director, he was insightful, supportive and disciplined, and a master at the cattle-herding skills needed to manage
large and unruly casts. He got the best out of his cast.

3. Kentor

Ken continues to be a supportive guide & mentor (Kentor), and many of us have sought Ken’s guidance to help
resolve issues that inevitably arise in community organisations.

He always leant a willing and empathetic ear, offering sage advice and actions where needed. He also ran a tight
meeting, clearly knowing where the rails were. He made tough decisions when required, and brought us all with him.
When the WMIAA was in the red for a couple of months, he even gave us a loan.

Thanks for handing over a healthy, happy and productive association.

As inadequate as this feels, thanks Ken for all of your efforts over many years to keep the local arts thriving, and our
wonderful hall standing proudly. You have embodied the very best ‘virtues’ of the servant leader. In fact, thanks for
doing so much over a quarter century that it’s difficult for any future Presidents to match your achievements — thanks
very much!

Most of all we want to thank you for being the humble, generous and gorgeous
man that you are.

We are disappointed that we won’t see you as regularly. It occurs to me that we
could all be great referees for Ken — except that I don’t reckon he is ambitious
for any new jobs. Instead he is leaving one gang for another gang, coincidentally
the character name his grandchildren have given him. This new role is not such
an appalling calling,

And so Ken, I want to say farewell on behalf of the WMI&AA, and for you to
know that, even though you have now left Warrandyte with your spunk of a
sweetheart Libby, it consoles us that you have left a large part of yourself here.

Finally, we are aware that the bird life in Thornbury is not quite what it is Warrandyte, and so I had a word with a few
local birds. They promised to visit your new digs, provided they could get a drink when they arrived. With this
promise in mind, and the generous help of the Potter’s, we have made something that might make that happen.

Thanks Mate.
David Tynan
WMIe»AA President
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Did you know (Part 2)?

Following something Ken said about meeting the love of
his life at WMI&AA, we wondered whether the same
applies to the position of all Presidents?

The last 3 Presidents’s
Ken, Jack and David all
meet their sweethearts
via the Hall - a
coincidence, or
something about the

mysterious power of the
Hall?

Conspiratorial theories
will now be entertained.




