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from the president

Welcome again to Warrandyte Theatre and our

Season 3 production Lady from the Sea. There are

few playwright’s where it isn't generally necessary

to use their first name; Mr lbsen is one. Called a

Norwegian Shakespeare his plays and writing have
influenced many who followed, including by the
way, Arthur Miller, author of our season 2 play and
of one of the OAPs in Season 4.

We welcome several new actors to our Warrandyte
stage - Alan Ashby, Francesca Carl, Reg Ellery,
Rowan Francis and Steve Saul. And welcome

back Andrew Scarborough, Donna Cleverley
and Renata Levin-Buckland.

Our thanks as always to everyone
involved in staging this show.

The last season of 2019 opens in late
November. We will stage two one act
plays - Contractions by Mike Bartlett

and Elegy for a Lady by

Arthur  Miller. Both

plays involve love

¥ Y and romance

but are very
different.

N

In Contractions, Emma might be in a relationship, the trouble is, it is
with a work colleague and her HR manager believes she may therefore
be in breach of her contract. Described as an inky black comedy it is
very funny, occasionally dark and possibly quite an accurate depiction
of modern workplace culture.

Our second play, Elegy for a Lady might be a window into the soul of an
adulterer or that of a tortured man seeking redemption. Sharing details
of an affair with the owner of boutique gift shop we are left with a few
doubts and plenty to discuss. A short play that punches above its weight
and said to be partly motivated by Miller’s betrothal to Marilyn Monroe!

We will stage these plays with table seating to allow for an end of year
theatre get together.

2020 - Yes ... it is just around the corner. We have actually decided on
our seasons for the next few years and while leaving room for manoeuvre
should certain plays become available, here is our offering for 2020:

Season 1 - Calendar Girls by Nigel Cole. Directed by Susan Rundle
Season 2 - Love Sick by John Cariani. Directed by Adrian Rice and Lisa
MacGibbon

Season 3 - Love Letters by A.R. Gurney. Directed by David Tynan
Season 4 - Follies 2020 - The Visionary Follies Directed by Simone Kiefer
and Caroline Shaw

Auditions: Calendar Girls - Sun 20th Oct 7pm and Wed 23rd Oct 8pm

Contact Susan Rundle (theatre@psrundle.com) or Adrian Rice (aderice@
tpg.com.au) for more details.



from the director

Grant was delighted to join Warrandyte Theatre Company two years
ago after a long break from theatre. Since then he has produced
Proof, played Peter in Smitten and produced and played Agnes in The
Festivillain.

Since being bitten by the bug while ‘starring” as Third Guard in Antigone
at the tender age of eleven, Grant has been involved in most aspects of
theatre for much of his life. In the UK he played many roles and directed
and lit many shows with a number of companies. In particular, Grant
was a founding director of the well-known Matchbox Theatre Company
on Merseyside that specialised in involving teenagers in all aspects of
stagecraft and which, in many cases, led on to a professional career.
For them he produced and directed two shows at the Edinburgh Fringe
Festival (and lost a lot of hair and liver function!).

Grant’s acting credits include Truscott in Loot, Jack Barker in Sufficient
Carbohydrate, Dennis in Outside Edge and Wilfred Owen in Different
Drummer along with some embarrassing stints in panto (which normally
involved wearing female clothing) such as the Queen of Hearts in Alice,
the Ugly Sister in Cinderella and the Genie in Aladdin. His directing
credits include Arthur Miller’s View from the Bridge and Two Way Mirror,
Tennessee Williams’' Glass Menagerie, Goldsmith’s She Stoops to
Conquer, Oscar Wilde's The Importance of Being Earnest and Edmund
Bond’s The Sea. He has lit too many shows to remember.

“I first saw this
magnificent play at the
Manchester Royal Exchange
Theatre, just after it opened in
1978. Vanessa Redgrave played
Ellida and her portrayal took my
breath away. | have been haunted by that performance and this
play ever since.

While the WTC Committee, for some reason, would not let me
construct the seven sided tank filled with water used in Manchester. .|
am so grateful that they have trusted me to direct this elusive and
enigmatic play — and to take the risk of presenting it ‘in the round’.

| am sure you will enjoy the many moments of laughter. But | also
hope that our production will convey the sense of restlessness, like
the sea, that seems to infect all characters as the play builds slowly
to a tense and highly dramatic conclusion.

| have been blessed with a wonderful cast and a skilled crew. | am
deeply indebted to them all for their skill in deftly capturing the
restlessness of the sea and, hopefully, ensnaring you in the lives
and tortured emotions of Ibsen’s characters.”



The play takes place in a small fiordside town in Northern Norway.

N
Ny Act

—
The terrace of Dr Wangel’s house. It's a bright summer morning.

Act 2

The Viewpoint, a hill behind the town. It’s a clear summer evening.

Act 3

A corner of Dr Wangel’s garden, beside a pool and the fjord.
It's late afternoon.

Act 4

Dr Wangel’s garden room. It is the next morning.

Act 5

A corner of Dr Wangel’s garden. It is late evening the same day.

There will be a 20 minute interval between Act 2 and 3.

Audience members are requested to remain in their seats

between the other acts.

evieeeeeee...the lady from the sea.............

dr. wangel............. reg ellery
ellida............ donna cleverley
bolette. . .......... francesca carl
hilde. ...... renata levin-buckland
arnholm............... steve saul

lyngstrand. . . andrew scarborough

ballested.............. alan ashby
*
the stcanger. ....... rowan francis



REGELLERY. . ................. dr. wangel

In the 80s and early 90s, Reg was bass singer and
musical director of a cappella group The Phones,
and in 1991 sang the title role in Catchment
Players’ production of Sweeney Todd. Returning to
performance around 10 years ago Reg has been
involved in choirs, musicals, opera, a local band and
most recently appeared with the Malvern Theatre
Company as Richard D'Orley Carte in Tarantara
Tarantara and Mr Gardiner in Mr. Bennett’s Bride.

DONNA CLEVERLEY. . . .. ..o ellida

It has been a decade since Donna last appeared with
WTC nervously singing her heart out in the panto
Princess Gorgeous in Neverland. She has worked with
numerous Melbourne-based companies since, with
an array of back to back plays, slowing dramatically
in recent years to concentrate on her favourite (and
most exhausting) role of ‘mum’. This year Donna set
out to challenge herself and has thoroughly enjoyed
immersing herself in the murky depths of this play.

FRANCESCACARL. . . . oo bolette

Francesca makes her debut with the WTC in the
role of Bolette. Francesca has appeared in school
productions of Footloose and West Side Story, and
recently graduated from the ANU where she studied
English and French. Francesca has also performed as
a harpist, appearing in UGC's immersive Life of Brian
experience in 2014. She is delighted to be working
with Grant and the talented cast and crew on what
has been an enriching and enjoyable experience.

RENATA LEVIN-BUCKLAND. . ... ........ hilde

Renata is very excited to be involved in such an
enigmatic piece of theatre under the skilful direction
of Grant Purdy. Renata has been part of WTC for
five years both behind the scenes and on stage. She
recently appeared as Benjamin the Donkey in WTC's
production of Animal Farm and was Assistant Director
for the recent pantomime, The Festivillain. Renata
hopes you appreciate the complex nature of this play
and enjoy Hilda's playful attitude.

STEVESAUL. . . ..o, arnholm

Having lived in the neighbourhood for most of the
last 12 years, Steve finally has a chance to play
on the Warrandyte stage. His ten years around the
Melbourne community theatre scene include roles in
Neighbourhood Watch at Sherbrooke, Blue Stockings
at Heidelberg and (as a live, off-stage voice-over)
The Shoehorn Sonata at Peridot. Steve is looking
forward to his first play at WTC, his first Ibsen play
and his first experience of theatre in the round.

ANDREW SCARBOROUGH. . . ... .. lyngstran

Andrew was last seen on Warrandyte Theatre’s stage
in the 2018 One Act Plays as the monolinguist Nico
in Albert. Andrew has performed in numerous roles
around Melbourne, including Les Williams in The
Big Men Fly, Henry in Cosi, Christopher Wren in The
Mousetrap, the Announcer in The Leader, Moon in
The Real Inspector Hound and Superman in The
Morning After.

ALANASHBY. . . ..o ballested

This is Alan'’s first foray onto the WTC stage. He comes
with a wealth of experience gained over 40 odd years
(more odd than others!) from props and set building
to acting (film and stage) to directing and writing.
Alan lives in the Upper Yarra Valley with a fellow
thespian and a grown up family of three daughters,
two of whom also follow the family tradition of
performance. Alan’s other main passion is collecting
and restoring vintage and classic Riley cars.

ROWAN FRANCES. . ........ the stranger

Rowan started performing as a stand-up comedian
almost thirty years ago. After a stint at Dracula’s
Theatre Restaurant in 1988, he decided to have a
go at acting. Over the past fifteen years Rowan has
appeared in over twenty plays, the most recent being
A Man for All Seasons at the Basin Theatre Group
in June 2019. When he’s not performing, Rowan
manages the family Blueberry Farm in Kinglake with
his wife Nina.



director. .. Y. .o, grant purdy
production coordinator....... susan rundle
stage manager.................... liz long

assistant stage manager. ... anita sigmund
setdesign..................... grant purdy
set building....grant purdy and alan ashby
lighting design & operation
........... callum robertson
sound design & operation....... pam ford
costumes and properties
....denise farran and anita sigmund

posters and program. ........ alan cornell
front of house coordinator....... hazel rice
front of house............. members of wic

Special thanks to:

Eltham Little Theatre, C.L.O.C, Marion Cooper, Warrandyte Diary,
Joan Krutli and Golden Days Radio 95.7FM, Melanie Stockman and
Plenty Valley Radio, Adrian Rice, David Tynan, Peter Rundle.

Warrandyte Community Bank® Branch

Making great

things happen.

Every account matters. Every loan counts.

When you bank with Warrandyte Community Bank®
Branch great things happen in your community.

Local projects find funding.
Local clubs find sponsorship.
Local schools benefit.

That’s because we invest part of our profits into
making your community a better place to live.

Like our “Defib Your Community” program, student
scholarships and our yearly sponsorship of almost
60 local groups including the Warrandyte Theatre
Company.

() Bendigo Bank
Bigger than a bank

And, you can access a suite of banking products
rivalling any bank in the country.

So, if you're not banking with us already, drop by and
be part of something bigger.

Drop into the branch at 144 Yarra Street,
Warrandyte or phone 9844 2233.

bendigobank.com.au
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90 Melbourne Hill Road
Warrandyte
PH: (03) 9844 4600
www.rubytuesdayjewellery.com.au



