BY DAVID HARROWER

Directed by Lisa MacGibbon

Warrandyte Theatre Company
Mechanics Institute Hall

Blackbird was commissioned by the Edinburgh International Festival and was first presented in the
King’s Theatre, Edinburgh, on 15 August 2005. The production transferred to the Albery Theatre, London,
from 7 February 2006, where it was produced by Michael Edwards and Carole Winter for MJE productions.

Welcome everyone to Season Two at Warrandyte Theatre — Blackbird
by David Harrower.

This is dramatic theatre folks; theatre that we hope will make you sit up
and think and leave with questions to debate.

Harrower wrote this play for the Edinburgh Festival in 2005 and it has
since been performed regularly worldwide, including Bangalore and
Seoul. Inspired in part by a true-life story there is clear ambivalence
in the script. Is Una seeking revenge, closure or apologies? Has Ray
changed and rebuilt his life or is he simply lying?

An important topic for us all to consider. No interval, so grab a drink
before and when the curtain call ends, why not hang around and discuss
what you saw with your friends and fellow audience members over a
glass of wine?

We’d really appreciate measured objective views on what we are
presenting. We know it’s a fantastic script, we have a great team putting
it together and actors who will push themselves to their limits to deliver
you a quality production.

Now - what do you think? Adrian Rice

DIRECTOR’S NOTES

Back in 2017, in a post production catch up, a good friend said to me,
“You need to direct Blackbird’. So | sought it out, read it and quickly
realised he was right. | needed to direct this play.

Blackbirdlets the audience into a private conversation, without attempting
to assert moral judgement on the situation or characters. Instead it poses
questions. Where do your biases lie? Are you willing to look closely at
your subconscious response to the material and the characters?

This is, at its heart, a play about trauma and recovery, or the lack thereof.
What we believe we have overcome and what we think we need to move
on from the past, true or not.

The production could not have come together without the assistance of
many people. All those named in this program, with particular thanks to
Adrian who backed this production from the start and stepped in when
Covid hit the production team. And
Susan, my Production Coordinator,
sounding board and advice giver.

Do | say enjoy our play? | hope at least
that you will appreciate Blackbird and
take some of its power away with you.

Lisa MacGibbon

Lisa began her association with Warrandyte
Theatre Company sewing costumes for the
Follies in 2014. She then headed backstage,
stage managing and producing over twenty
productions before her directing debut, Proof,
in 2017 with Caroline Shaw. Most recently she
has acted in the 2022 One Act Play season and
directed Love/Sick in 2021 with David Tynan.
Lisa is honoured to be bringing this important
and challenging piece of theatre to our stage.

CAST

ERIN BRASS plays UNA

With 25+ vyears of screen and theatre
experience, Erin finds great joy when
performing on stage, sharing a story with
an audience. Erin’s theatre credits include:
Antigone in an adaptation of Antigone, Meryl
in Joanna Murray Smith’s Bombshells, Cecily
in Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Being
Earnest, Ann Deever in Arthur Miller’s All My
Sons, The Proprietress in Arthur Miller’s Elegy
For A Lady, multiple roles in John Cariani’s
Love/Sick. Erin was also fortunate enough to
be a part of Warrandyte and Ballarat Theatres’
co-production and debut Zoom performance
of A 2020 Vision in 2020. Erin saw Blackbird
well over 10 years ago and was so taken by
the story that she promised herself, if she
ever got the chance to play the role of Una,
she would. It cannot be overstated just how
grateful she is to have the chance.

BRUCE HARDIE plays RAY

This is the third time Bruce has performed
with WTC, but the first appearing on the WTC
stage. The first was over twenty years ago
when the company did COSI at the pub, and
the second was online during COVID times in
2020 as part of the Red Curtain international
theatre event.

Bruce gets around a bit so you may have
seen him on any number of stages in recent
years. Highlights include: God of Carnage,
Jake’s Women, Caught in the ‘Net, Leading
Ladies, Sylvia, Seminar, Boeing Boeing,
and most recently Any Given Monday and 12
Angry Men.

This role has not been an easy one to build
and he couldn’t have done it without the
collaboration and support of Lisa and Erin.

KATIE BARLEY plays G/IRL

Katie is 12 years old and has been a member
of Action Drama Group for seven years. She
has loved acting and theatre all her life and
looks forward to the end of year productions
with ADS.

She is beyond excited and grateful to have
this opportunity to work with the Warrandyte
Theatre Company.

When Katie is not at school or acting, she
likes playing basketball and footy.
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Director ¥ LISA MACGIBBON
Production Coordinator ¥ SUSAN RUNDLE
Stage Manager ¥ SANDI MILLER
LFX Design and Operation ¥ ADAM GOUDGE
Lighting Assistant ¥ HARRY O’TOOLE
SFX Design ¥ DREW EDWARDs
SFX Operation ¥ DREW EDWARDS and ANDREA McMAHON
Set Design ¥ JOCK MACNEISH
Front of House ¥ JO FRENCH and others
Costumes - LISA MACGIBBON and Cast
Props ¥ SUSAN RUNDLE and Cast

Set Building ¥ PETER RUNDLE
with help from SUSAN RUNDLE and LISA MACGIBBON

Ticketing ¥ DAVID TYNAN
Art work ¥ ANNA MOORE
Program V- ALAN CORNELL

A huge thank you to:
Luther College Croydon, Emma Wood, Michael Fiddian,
Simone Kiefer, Tony Clayton, Jeremy lves

COMING UP

Coming up next and later this year:

Season 3 — 29 July to 11 August 11
A VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE by Arthur Miller.

Another Miller classic, directed by Grant Purdy.
Already cast and in rehearsal, the play brings back Tony Clayton,
Simone Kiefer, Don Nicholson and introduces Kiera Edelstein,
James Banger and Paul Wanis to our stage.

Season 4 — 23 September to 8 October
CALENDAR GIRLS by Tim Firth

If you haven’t heard, this play has been just about ready to open since
March 2020! Directed by Susan Rundle, this play was quarantined of
course and will be revealed (notice the pun there) from 23 September.

Season 5 - THE FOLLIES

Our working title this year is The Follies Goes Off the Rails
but, more accurate given all the postponements, would be a change
of tense. Or maybe we should call it The Follies Gets Back on Track?
Whichever way we spin things, it will be great to have the show back.
Directed by Matt Wallace and Lawrence Phelan,
zany songs and innovative sketches are guaranteed.

Do you want to perform
or get involved with the theatre in some other way?

We are looking for several actors to play minor roles in A View from the
Bridge. One female and three males — early to late middle age.
Contact Grant at: secretary@warrandytearts.org.au

And, of course, The Follies is open to you all. It’s great way to get
involved and many of our actors and crew started off in Follies.

Auditions TBA — September

And lastly, we are still writing sketches for the show.
If you want to get involved contact Lawrence at larry.phelan@gmail.com
or Matt at matt.wallace.108@gmail.com

If you would like more information on getting involved on or off stage,
we are always looking for volunteers. Contact Adrian Rice at:
chair@warrandytearts.org.au
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