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In Memoriam
GARY WALL
This production is dedicated in loving memory of Gary Wall 1961-2022.

They say art imitates life...it is particularly true in this case of Calendar Girls. We have been blessed
with retaining the large majority of our original 2020 cast. However, sadly Gary Wall, who was originally
playing the role of Rod, and dearest husband of Ana Isabel (playing Chris), unexpectedly and tragically
contracted hateful cancer and passed away in early 2022. He was a son, brother, husband, father,
step-father, friend, colleague, director, actor and a genuinely friendly warm loving human.

No words can adequately say how much we feel for Ana’s loss and how much we love and miss Gary.
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Warrandyte Arts acknowledges that this show is being presented on the traditional lands of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation, and we pay our respect to its elders past, present and emerging.
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had to wait until the air was clearer, jabs done and
hope that the props and original set, still in place
after 30 months, were in good nick. That they are.

MT@ The cast is largely the same group. We welcome:

Ana Isabel Wall, Sally Close, Sandi Miller, James
17, ‘(" hf\

Poyner, Monica Greenwood and Richard Humphries
On ]5”1 March 2020, our cast and crew gathered 15 our stage. They join several of our regulars.

on the deck at the rear of the hall, in the sun, with
snacks and a glass or two of wine. It was as sober a
Sunday as we've seen. The first lockdown was days £ planning, but creative
away and the writing was on the wall. We pulled the passion and drive which is
plug on version 1 of this play, cast collected their actually quite  spontaneous.
costumes and headed for their bunkers. To maintain the drive over two

My thanks go to Susan, Grant and the rest of the
team. Bringing a show to the stage relies not just on

| was going to say “fast forward” to 2022 but for  and a half years of uncertainty
Calendar Girls it has been more like “dead ahead  takes  determination  and
slow.” We've managed to stage 5 other shows and 3 sanguine stoicism.

online, but for this one, with such a large cast, we've ADRIAN RICE

WARRANDYTE THEATRE COMPANY ON THE WEB
Visit our website http://warrandytehallarts.asn.au/theatre for all the up to date information on our productions.
. To become involved with Warrandyte Theatre Company, contact Adrian Rice at Chair@Warrandytearts.org.au.

Warrandyte Theatre Company is a member of the Victorian Drama League.




It seems surreal that we started this production
of Calendar Girls with auditions in late October
2019. Then on Sunday 15th March 2020, just six
days from opening, instead of having full tech
rehearsal, we postponed the show due to the
imminent Covid lockdown. It’s been a rollercoaster
but here we are, some 2V years later, finally ready
for opening night. We are beyond excited.

Based on a true story, Calendar Girls by Tim
Firth is about a group of middle-aged women
from the local WI (Women’s Institute) in North
Yorkshire, England. They come up with the idea
of posing nude for a calendar in order to raise
enough money to replace the dilapidated sofa in
the relative’s room of the oncology ward at the
local general hospital. Most of you will be familiar
with Tim Firth’s adaptation of his play that was the

2003 blockbuster movie Calendar Girls starring
Helen Mirren, Julie Walters, Penelope Wilton and
Celia Imrie.

Despite its reputation, Calendar Girls is not really
about women getting their kit off. But rather, it
is about the actions of ordinary people who
come together as a result of a tragic event and
create something extraordinary — a fundraising
phenomenon! It is also about the pressures that
publicity and the media places on people and
friendships. Two topics that are very relevant to
us today.

It has been a journey bringing this play to the
stage and | cannot thank everyone enough for all
the creative and emotional energy that has gone
into the original production -
and the resurrection of this

play.

SUSAN RUNDLE
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CORA —= Lisa Upson
CHRIS —= Ana Isabel

ANNIE —= Jeanne Snider
JESSIE —< Louise Phelan
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JOHN —= Richard Humphries

ROD —< Tony Clayton

LAWRENCE / LIAM —= James Poyner
BRENDA HULSE —= Sally Close

CELIA — Monica Greenwood LADY CRAVENSHIRE — Noelene Cooper

RUTH —< Simone Kiefer
MARIE —= Sandi Miller

ELAINE —= Caitlin Greenwood

The play is set in the village of Knapley, upper Wharfedale, North Yorkshire, UK 1999. The action takes place
in the Church Hall, on a Hillside and at the Central WI Committee Annual Conference.

For the consideration of audience and cast, please turn off mobile phones and beepers on watches. Thanks!
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LISA UPSON (0RA

Lisa is thrilled o be back on stage af WTC directed by
the incredible Susan Rundle. She has been so lucky
to be able to bring so many wonderful characters
to life through Community Theatre, with highlights
including Sister Robert Ann in Munsense at ELT,
Lurlene Tumover in Daddy’s Dyin” at LAT, Becky
in Becky's New Car af Peridot, Myrtle Baggot in
Brief Encounter ot WTC, Sister Aloysius in Doubt
at WTC and Karen in The Wisdom of Eve at ELT.

ANA ISABEL (HRIS

Ana is an experienced film and theatre actor with
numerous TV guest appearances. She has acted in
award-winning short films such as Children of
lgnorance and Masked. And was nominated Best
Actress in Sylvia for her role as Kate at Peridot
Theatre. Ana is excited o be working with such
a talented and lovely cast, director and crew.
Her performance is dedicated to her beloved late
husband Gary Wall. Never forgotten. Always loved.

SIMONE KIEFER RUTH

Simone is no stranger to the stage, especially
the one in Warrandyte. She has played many
roles here, fovourites being a Mayfly, Monkey,
Cow and a Clown in 39 Steps alongside her
sweetheart David. Simone is channelling her inner
Tigay (Bombshells) for her role as Ruth in this
production. She is enjoying playing with old and
new cast and crew members, and hopes you enjoy
the show.

SANDI MILLER MARIE

Sandi is new to WTC and refums to the stage
after almost thirty-years, having performed in her
youth with Maroondah Theatre Company. She then
moved behind the scenes, working on a variety of
programs for ABC TV. Recently she has been on
screen with small roles in Bloom, Upper Middle
Bogan and Super Wog. She is excited to be part
of such a wonderful local production.

RICHARD HUMPHRIES JOHN

After a break of around eight years, Richard is
excited fo be back on stage again. He has worked
with numerous companies in the past including
Lilydale, The Basin, SLAMS, MDMS and others.
Some favourite roles include Pilate in Jesus Christ
Superstar, Enjolras in Les Mis and Jesus in
Godspell, to name just a few. Richard wishes to
thank WTC for the opportunity o tread the boards
once again.

JEANNE SNIDER ANNIE

Jeanne is happy to be performing at Warrandyte for
the second time. She first appeared in Love Lefters
in 2021 between Covid lockdowns! Favourite
previous roles include Stephanie in Cactus Flower
at Encore, Jennie in Chapter Two at Eltham
Little Theatre and Cloudia in Mufs af Malvern
Theatre Company. She has had a wonderful time
developing her character, Annie, with the support
of an excellent cast, director and production team.

LOUISE PHELAN JESSIE

Lou has been involved with Warrandyte Theatre
for about 12 years now on the stage, behind
the scenes and directing. Her roles have been
very varied: o washing machine, a vicious dog,
a praying mantis and an lrish washerwoman to
name but a few. However, this is the first time she
will have to get her kit off on stage! She thinks the
script is fantastic - a celebration of mature women
and friendships.

MONICA GREENWOOD (ELiA

This is Monica’s debut on the Warrandyte stage after
20 years playing roles such as Blanche DuBois in 4
Streetcar Named Desire (Beaumaris), Sandy in
Minefields & Miniskirts (Peridot) and Sara Turing
in Breaking the Code (1812). Despite Covid, she
was able to play Fran in Things | Know to Be
True with Mordialloc last year. Whilst Monica has
loved developing the character of Celia she’ll never
be able to look af sweet buns the same way! 6
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TONY CLAYTON R0D

Tony has been performing with Warrandyte for
about 12 years, with recent memorable productions
induding Twelve Angry Men (Stagework/Avid),
All My Sons, Proof Brief Encounter and
A View From The Bridge (WTC). He has
thoroughly enjoyed being part of Calendar Girls
and hopes that you enjoy the show.

JAMES POYNER AWRENCE / LIAM

James says his experience on stage is minimal “but
we never grow unless we challenge ourselves.”

He sees the play as a great opportunity fo support
a local arts groups and test himself in new ways.

Jumes can relate to aspects of both the characters
he plays which should make the fagade easier to
maintain in front of a crowd.

SALLY CLOSE BRENDA HULSE

Sallyis excited to be a part of this production of Tim
Firth's Calendar Girls. Having recently relocated
from Brishane, this is Sally’s first acting role in
Melbourne and she is loving the opportunity o
work with such a great group of people. Unlike
Brenda, when she’s not acting, Sally enjoys
relaxing with a glass of wine and watching Netflix.



NOELENE COOPER LADY CRAVENSHIRE

Noelene has been involved in many WTC productions
either on or off stage since 1999.

The role of Lady Cravenshire is o testament to her
versatility as it requires her to balance on two
legs rather than the four required in several other
production roles - dog, cow, horse efc.

She has enjoyed being part of the Calendar Girls
team especially meeting those new to WTC.

CAITLIN GREENWOOD ELAINE

This is Caitlin’s theatrical debut, although she has
musical experience from performing for several
years in the South Metro Showtime and various
productions while at school. Caitlin is an award
winning musician having had her composition
of Willow awarded and showcased at the Top
Design Awards for Music Technology in 2020. She
is grateful to Susan and Warrandyte Theatre for
the opportunity to bring the role of Elaine to life.

DIRECTOR’S BIO: SUSAN RUNDLE

For me directing is a passion. It is an opportunity to be creative across all aspects of the production,
working to bring out the best in the actors and to tell the story in a compelling way that leaves the
audience absorbed, laughing and/or thinking and ultimately entertained.

Some of my favourite directing projects have included Doubt by John Patrick Shanley, Speaking
in Tongues by Andrew Bovell, Summer of the Seventeenth Doll by Ray Lawler, Nunsense by Dan
Goggin, Away by Michael Gow, Sylvia by A.R.Gurney (receiving Best Director Comedy and Best
Production Comedy 2018 Lyrebird Awards), Mr Bennet’s Bride by Emma Wood (awarded Best
Director and Best Production Malvern Theatre Company 2019 Awards) and A 2020 Vision by
Emma Wood, an online play created from real experiences/voices during the first six months of
COVID Lockdowns. This was a totally online production, co-directed with Adrian Rice (winning Best
Director(s)-Drama at the Thornhill International Fringe Festival).
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Production Coordinator
GRANT PURDY

Stage Manager
LISA MACGIBBON
Lighting Design and Operation
ADAM GOUDGE, HARRY O'TOOLE

Set Design
JOCK MACNEISH

Set Painting

SIMONE KIEFER, LOUISE PHELAN,
DENISE FARRAN, SUSAN RUNDLE,
MARION COOPER, JUNE MCINTOSH

Set Building

KARL HEINE, GRANT PURDY,
PETER RUNDLE, SIMONE KIEFER,
SUSAN RUNDLE, DAVID TYNAN

Sound Design and Operation
PAM FORD, DREW EDWARDS,
ANDREA MCMAHON

Costumes
DENISE FARRAN, NOELINE COOPER

Properties
CAROL OWEN, LISA MACGIBBON

Front of House Manager
HAZEL RICE

Publicity
SUSAN RUNDLE

Posters and Program Design
ALAN CORNELL

We would also like to thank Jack Stringer and Eltham Little Theatre for all their help.



FOLLIES GOES OFF THE RAILS
24,25,26 November, 1,2,3, 8,9,10 December (8pm)

The Warrandyte ‘Follies’ is back!

After a hiatus of three years, this show — a community
favourite which had run for almost forty years
previously, returns in November.

Presented by the Warrandyte Theatre Company, ‘The
Follies’, an original sketch, music and dance show, is
back on stage at the Mechanics’ Institute Hall, Yarra

Street, Warrandyte.

Directed by former Youth Theatre stars, Lawrence
Phelan and Matt Wallace, and with seating around
tables that accommodate eight people, this show will
be the perfect way to unwind at the end of the year
with a group of friends.

Tickets from https://www.trybooking.com/CCLXW

OUR 2023 PROGRAM
Season 1: METAMORPHOSES 16 - 23 March

This play by Mary Zimmerman based on the poems of Ovid
is set around a pool of water on stage and is a contemporary
portrayal of Greek mythology. Something very different for
WTC. Directed by Susan Rundle.

Season 2: GLASS MENAGERIE 23 June - 8 July

A beautiful, delicate play of emotions which moves between
yearning, passion and despair, by Tennessee Williams.
Although it's a delightful play and one of William's finest, it's
rarely seen in community or professional theatre in Australia.

Directed by Grant Purdy.

Season 3: LOVE LOSS AND WHAT | WORE 21 Sept - 7 Oct
llene Beckerman’s book adapted for the stage by Nora and
Delia Ephron relates the memories of several women based
on the clothes they wore. Directed by Lisa MacGibbon

Season 4: HIT OR MISS XMAS 17 November - 2 December

The Hit and Miss Theatre Company is in need of a good
Christmas show. Bums on seats, festive cheer, moral fable:
A Christmas Carol! Tick. Except there’s a new artistic director
in town with new ideas. And Dickens has been done every
decade in living memory. The heart and soul of the company
are up for grabs as the battle wages between tried and true
vs daring and new.
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90 Melbourne Hill Road
Warrandyte
PH: (03) 9844 4600
www.rubytuesdayjewellery.com.au

, community

Community Bank
Warrandyte

Your town.

Your bank.

Everything you need

We deliver the products and
technology you'd expect from a big
bank, plus the personal service you
wouldn't.

Feel good about who you bank with. Try
Bendigo.

Find out more. Call 9844 2233 or search
Bendigo Bank Warrandyte.

As one of Australia’s biggest banks,

our heartland remains firmly local. As

does our focus on you and the quality

banking products you need.

B Bendigo Bank
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