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written and directed by EMMA WOOD

Emma is an award winning, internationally
produced playwright. Her plays have been
widely acclaimed by audiences and critics
in professional and community productions
in Australia, USA, UK and Asia.

“The inspiration for A Hit and Miss Christmas
was a combination of being around community
theatre companies long enough to realise
that there’s quite often a bit of a scramble
for a festive feeling play at the end of the
year but not that many to choose from.

When | wrote A Hit and Miss Christmas, my intention was to write just a
laugh out loud comedy with absolutely no meaning, and | couldn't do it!
So eventually what came through was a desire to write something that
was genuinely festive, but | suppose in a way it’s a bit of a love letter to
community theatre.

As a new Warrandytian, it has been a tremendous pleasure for me to work
with and get to know local creatives and audiences. | hope this tribute to
community theatre and Christmas will bring you joy this festive season.”

ANIKA MEANS Assistant Director

Hailing originally from Newcastle, where
she first befriended Emma Wood, Anika
was last seen as Rita in Educating Rita for
the Newcastle Theatre Company. This is
Anika’s first step back into theatre after
12 years of work, life and having kids.

Anika is honoured to be assisting Emma
with her hilarious, feel-good play.

The play takes place about 10 years ago.

Scene Four: Rehearsal space
Scene Five: Rehearsal space
" Scene Six: Onstage

Scene One: Meeting Room 4
Scene Two: Rehearsal space
Scene Three: Pub Scene

There will be a 15-minute interval between Scene 3 and Scene 4.

Director - Emma Wood
Assistant Director = Anika Means @@
Production Manager = Grant Purdy @2’75]
Stage Manager = Jenny Ford
Props = Jenny Ford
Lighting Design & Operation “ Harry O'Toole
Sound Design - Anika Means,Pam Ford & Adam Goudge
Sound Operation = Adele Goudge, Adam Goudge

& Andrea McMahon
Costumes = Denise Farran & Noelene Cooper
Publicity & Social Media = Michelle Reeves
Poster & Program Design = Alan Cornell
Front of House Manager “~ Cat Macdonald

WTCwould like to than the following organisations for their continued support:
« The Warrandyte Community Bank (Bendigo Bank) « Ruby Tuesday Jewellers
* The Rotary Club of Warrandyte and Donvale « Warrandyte Lions Club
« Warrandyte Riverside Market « Manningham Council
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CANDICE SCHELL (Carol)

Originally from New Zealand, Candice
trained in theatre arts and choral music in
her younger years in both Wellington and
Sydney before taking a break to focus on
a non-theatre (boring!) career, travel and
family. In 2014, Candice returned to the
performing arts fold in Melbourne, both
behind the scenes and on stage, most
recently as Professor Dante in Get Smart.
with Eltham Little Theatre. This is her first
appearance on the Warrandyte stage.

NOELENE COOPER (Dawn)

Noelene was overjoyed to be cast as
Dawn in Emma Wood's play and has had
such a good time with the cast and crew
in rehearsal. As a late starter in 2000, her
theatrical activities have been mainly
confined to Warrandyte, one-act plays,
Follies and three full length plays. Happy
Christmas to all!

DAVID TYNAN (Charles)

David has been strutting the boards at
the hall since 2003. When he's not, he
tries to help out off stage where he can.
He is delighted to work with this talented
cast and to be directed by the amazing
Emma and Anika. He's having fun.

JAMES BANGER (TOM)

James returns to WTC after appearing
in 2022's A View from the Bridge. Previous
plays this year include Jimmy and
Lendall in Aimost, Maine (ELT), Eric Birling
in An Inspector Calls (STAG) and George
in Same Time, Next Year (TBTG). A Hit and
Miss Christmas is his nineteenth stage
role.

MARTI IBRAHIM (Jax)

Marti completed her Bachelor of
Dramatic Art in 2009, and has directed
and acted for theatre companies in
Canberra, Sydney and Melbourne over
the last 15 vyears. This year, she has
directed Almost, Maine and appeared in
Family Values, Much Ado About Nothing
and #BacchaeToo. Previous acting credits
include Hamlet, Citysong, Rumors, The
Merchant of Venice, A Midsummer Night's
Dream, Water Child, Charitable Intent,
Agnes of God, Fracture and Suite Surrender.

JANINE KWOK (Ash)

Janine is a creative artist based in
Melbourne/Naarm. She's been a part of
many projects — short films including
What Would We Do?, Fully Booked and
Chef Sloth, and productions including
ROARING (Chapel Off Chapel) and The
Crucible (Clayton Community Theatre).
Janine enjoys hanging from aerial hoops
and reading, and is very excited to bring
the zippy energy of Ash to life.

STEVE SAUL (Walter)

This is Steve's second appearance with
WTC following The Lady From the Sea in
2019.In 15 years, Steve has appeared in
many shows across Melbourne, most
recently in An Inspector Calls (STAG, 2023).
In 2022 he directed his first play, Moon
Over Buffalo, at Eltham Little Theatre,
directing EmmaWood in a great comedic
role. The tables are now turned and he
hopes to do as good a job under Emma’s
direction as she did under his. Hopes are
high —it's a funny show with a great cast!
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