WELCOME...
to our production of When The
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WaRRANDYTE THEATRE COMPANY PRESENTS

Wind Blows. Set in the early
1980s, this bittersweet dramedy
follows an English couple doing
their best in uncertain times.

Blending warmth, humour and
poignant moments, the story
invites us to reflect on resilience,
love and the quiet strength of
everyday people.

Bringing this play to life i

has been a rewarding journey,

1
: and my heartfelt thanks go to v

Lou Phelan, Convenor, our dedicated cast, crew and
Warrandyte Theatre Committee  reqtive team for their hard

work, to all our wonderful volunteers, and to you, our audience—
thank you for supporting community theatre. We hope this 90 Melbourne Hill Road
performance moves you, makes you smile (not too many tears) Wartandyte

PH: (O3) 9844 4600

and gives you plenty to think about long after the curtain falls.
www.ribytuesdayjewellery.com.au

SO WHAT’S ON NEXT?
Glad you asked! Opening on 13th June, we're thrilled to present:

THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST by Oscar Wilde.

James Banger, last seen on our stage in Things | Know to be
True, will direct this timeless play. He says, “I am most privileged
to be directing Oscar Wilde's finest comedy for WTC. Working
backstage on ELT’s Earnest seven years prior was my introduction
to community theatre. This dazzling satire is my favourite play for
good reason. As such, this production will preserve the period . community
setting in every respect. Wilde’s wit and wordplay render the < '

Ciommunity Bank

Wireanid i

text, along with the setting, absolutely timeless. You will see an
abundance of cucumber sandwiches, tea cake and muffins. Not

to mention a little taste of music and a very famous handbag. Y,D,ur town.

And just who might you find under Lady Bracknell’s hat2”
JOIN US Your bank.

We are always on the look-out for new talent whether it be E‘-"E‘F}-"thing }{GU need

on stage or in a back stage or technical role. If you would

like to join up and get involved, please contact me at: A~
wtcconvenor@warrandytearts.org.au, or 0409555648 T Ol e, CE A A il
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We acknowledge the Wurrundjerri people of the Kulin Nation as

WRitTEN BY RAYMOND BRIGGS

the traditional owners of the land on which we meet and perform.

Directep Y Davip TynaN
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We respect and honour their elders past, present and emerging,
acknowledging their stories, traditions and living cultures.

™



FROM THE DIRECTOR

When the Wind Blows speaks
verydirectlyto our complacency
in the face of terrifying facts.
Set in the early 1980s Cold
War period, Raymond Brigg'’s
play conveys his fear that the
World War Il experiences of an
older generation might have
helped fuel a belief that a
nuclear war could be survived
with a similar resolve. His dark

warning was that humanity
was hopelessly ill-equipped
for the debilitating effects of
even a single hydrogen bomb.

David Tynan, Director

Furthermore, he demonstrates that the very institutions in which
the people trusted and relied upon, would be starkly and eerily
quiet in the aftermath of such an event.

Jim and Hilda, an endearing elderly couple, certainly
possess a range of personal traits that helped Britons survive
World War Il. Their nostalgic recollections of a fighting spirit, and
a determination to do the ‘correct thing’ inform their belief that
these actions and attitudes will be more than enough to thwart
any malicious invading force. Sadly, while superior technology is
often key to military success, the deployment of nuclear arms in
a war changes everything in ways we cannot even imagine, with
long-term implications for the future of all species of life on Earth.

So — in 2025 - what has changed? At the height of the
Cold War, more than 60,000 nuclear weapons had been built.
Since then, the success of various non-proliferation treaties and
ongoing diplomatic efforts has reduced this number to 13,000.
However, there are now nine countries (four more than before)
that include nuclear weapons in their military arsenal: Russia,
the United States, China, France, the United Kingdom, Pakistan,
India, Israel and North Korea.

The USA and Russia still have more than 5,000 nuclear
weapons each, and both have at least 1700 of their respective
arsenals able to be deployed. Roughly half of these deployed
weapons are maintained on hair trigger alert, able to be launched
very quickly after a presidential order by Putin or Trump.

Brigg’s message is still eerily relevant today. In less than stable
geopolitical times, will sense prevail?2 What is our responsibility
as citizens, to be vigilant about the words and actions of our
governments? Will diplomacy always succeed, and are the
checks and balances enough to counter rogue elements in these
nine governments?

HILDA
played by
SIMONE KIEFER

Simone is no stranger to the
stage, especially the one in
Warrandyte. She has played
many roles here since 2005,
with her favourites being as
a mayfly, monkey, cow and a
clown in 39 Steps (alongside
her sweetheart David). Simone
has played men — in a number

of ways — and her moustache
as a policeman in The Accidental Death of an Anarchist is still
spoken of with reverence to this day. Most recently she had lead
roles in The View from the Bridge, Calendar Girls and The Last
Quiz Night on Earth. She is a very active member of the gang
which works ftirelessly to care for our dear old hall, and for a
dozen years was the treasurer. Simone is delighted to frock up
again in this thoughtful play, and hopes you all realise that she
would never let Jim damage the furniture.
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JIM
played by
ADRIAN RICE

Thisis Adrian’s umpteenth + 1
show acting or directing at
Warrandyte and he is very
happy to be again working
closely with David and Simone;
similar tastes, values and
aspirations when considering
productions ensure a felicitous
partnership.

Adrian has directed many
plays including Brief Encounter,
Love Letters, Bombshells, The 39 Steps and multiple Follies (our
unique variety show) and acted in plenty since the rather ridiculous
Double Double in 1996. Since then, acting credits include Billy
in Gulls, Lucky Eric in Bouncers, Alan in God of Carnage, The
Maniac in Accidental Death of an Anarchist and Vere in the play
of the same name, plus multiple roles in one act plays.

Looking back Adrian has enjoyed them all, though he does
have his favourites. You'll just have to ask him in a quiet moment.
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