[TALL BEGAN WITH THISMAN...

WRITER AND DIRECTOR
-DANLEE

“ 1 began my strange relationship with the stage,
firgt in rock bandg, then writing and performing
monologues and poetry in the late 90g - lote of
absurd night club performances and improviged
gtorytelling shows. Thig reaulted in geveral one-
man ghows for the Melbourne Comedy Festival
and a long running weekly comedy night called
Northcote gtorytellers. Eventually, [ could take it no longer
and [ ran away to Broome Western Augtralia where [ wrote a play called
Bottomless in an attempt 1o keep mygelf cober and out of the epotlight.

Grey Nomad wag actually the firet of my plays to be staged.

The Grey Nomad, it geemg to me; is very much a epecieg of ite own. [t ig ubiquitous
in tourigt towng like Broome. They come through town in endlesg procegsion,
filling up the cafeg and camping grounds in the dry seagon. They know exactly
what they want and they’re not afraid of demanding it. But mogt notably of all,
they geem to be playing a congcious role, with deliberate dialogue and specific
aftire - whacky T-ghirt glogang and one-linere for all occagions. [ noticed a couple
of sub-groups with their own nuanced schtick, and it wag from this that [ drew
aethe four characters of the play.

[ buitt the play around two very different couples who get to know each other whether
they like it or not ag they abandon themgelves to the endless looping of the free-
range baby-boomer. Then it wag just a process of obgervational comedy really. ”

~WITHALITTLE HELP FROM...

CO-DIRECTOR AND PRODUCER
- GRANT PURDY

[ve been involved in the theatre for over 50 years ago. Since joining the
WTC in 2017, l've directed many playe including [been’s The lady From
the Sea, Arthur Miller’s A View From the Bridge, Tennegsee Williamg’
The Glags Menagerie and, last year Hannie Raygon’s Hotel Sorrento.
And aleo played come whacky roleg and lit and produced a lot of shows.

Normally when [ direct, | gearch for what the
playwright intended. In the cage of ‘Nomad’ (e
simply had to agk him! Working with Dan and
bouncing ideag off him hag been both refresh-
ing and ingpiring. We can only hope he bringe
hig next work to Warrandyte soon.

The play ie set in Broome and Darwin ~
in the pregent. There are two acte with a
[5-minute interval. Audiences are agked to
remain seated between the many scenes.
J
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TONY CLAYTON

Tony hag been performing in

Mother and Son, The Laramie
Project (I812), The Diary of

Twelve Angry Men (Stageworke/

Company), Barefoot in the Park
(Lilydale ATC) and The War of the
Worldg (The Bagin Theatre).

Tony hag thoroughly enjoyed working at Warrandyte again, both in

meeting thoge new to the theatre and in renewing acquaintances with

come familiar (definitely not old!) faces.

community theatre for a number of
years, with recent highlights including
Anne Frank (Eltham Little Theatre),

Avid), Proof, AllMy Sons, A View
from the Bridge (Warrandyte Theatre

Helen to life, a¢ che and hughand
Jim develop an unlikely bond with

circumnavigation of Augtralia.
Thig i Kerry’e firet ‘treading of

the boardg” with WTC, having
previously been involved in

Peridot and Phoenix Theatre

promiges to be a wonderful and heart-warming experience.

Kerry ig looking forward to bringing

Val and Garry, on their ‘clockwige’

productiong with Sherbrooke, (812,

Companieg, and ghe ig very much looking forward to what
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MEET, OUR STARS
(in ortler of appearance) __——

lan hag been involved with amateur
theatre for a while. He hag been
involved with a variety of companieg
and wag lagt geen ongtage in Peridot’e
production of To Kill a Mockingbird.
Thig will be hig firet time ongtage at
WTC, having previougly directed Vere
for WTC in 2018. He ig delighted to
be involved in uch a fun play with an
equally fun group of people.
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LISA UPSON

Even though Liga ie definitely the
right age demographic to be a grey
nomad, che’s fairly certain ghe’l
never be one, ag her better half
doeen’t have a caravanning bone
in hig body! But ghe hopes to
experience some of that free-
gpirited, adventure-filled life
with thig play.
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Some of Lisa’s favourite pagt roleg include; Sigter
Aloygiug in Doubt, Warrandyte Theatre; lrene Ruddock in A Lady of
Letters, Lilydale Athenaeum; Sylvia, in Home Pm Darling, Mordial-

loc Theatre; Judith in Wicked Sisters, Williametown Little Theatre and
Fran in Things [ Know To Be True, Warrandyte Theatre and Peridot.

A ginger first and foremost, when not on gtage in a play, she loveg
performing with her a Cappella group Vocal Agente.

MEANWHILE, WORKING HARD BEHIND THE SCENES...

..MEET THE PRODUCTION TEAM!

DIRECTOR. . . oot DAN LEE
CO-DIRECTOR & PRODUCER . . .. .. .. GRANT PURDY
STAGE MANAGER & PROLS. ........ JENNY FORD
CREW. .o CAROLINE SHAW

SET DESIGN. . . . JOCK MACNEISH & CAROLINE SHAW
SET PAINTING. . .MARION COOPER & CAROLINE SHAW

LIGHTING DESIGN . . .. oo oot GRANT PURDY
SOUNDDESIGN .o oo PAM FORD
LIGHTING OPERATIONS . . .. .. ... ... SANDI MILLER
SOUND OPERATIONS . . . ... ... ANDREA McMAHON

COSTUMES . . . NOELENE COOPER & DENISE FARRAN
POSTERS & PROGRAM. . . ... ... .. ALAN CORNELL
FRONTOFHOUSE . . ... ..ot LOUISE PHELAN

Our gpecial thanke for their continuing support fo:

Warrandyte Community Bank, Ruby Tuesday Jewellers,
Warrandyte and Donvale Rotary, The Warrandyte Riverside Market
and Manningham Council.
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THE FOLLIES ARE BACK, from 21 November! |

The Fabuloug Warrandyte Theatre Co. Follies returng thie November.
Famed for ite variety, satire and innovation. The ghow ig written by
ug and feature original eketcheg, danceg and gonge.

The Follie hag been an important starting point for many of our
performers, and we encourage newcomerg to join in. You'll be
quaranteed a warm welcome and no previoug on-gtage experience
ig needed. We would also love to hear from you if you would like to
asgist back-stage: crew, props, cogtumes, set congtruction etc.

Contact: Adrian, Director ~ aderice@tpg.com.au

or Louige wtcconvenor(@warrandytearts.org.au See you then!
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We acknowledge the Wurrunndjerri people of the Kulin Nation ag the traditional
owners of the land on which we meet and perform. We regpect and honour their elders

pagt, pregent and emerging, acknowledging their storieg, traditions and living cultures.
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