Like most people, | first came across this
wonderful play in its 2020 incarnation as an
award-winning film starring Anthony Hopkins
and Olivia Colman. Florian Zeller directed that
film, based on his play, which also won many
awards.

Zeller's work is a magnificent piece of writing
that puts you in the shoes of the man suffering
from dementia, and lets you perceive things the
way he does: some scenes are repeated but
at different times of the day, and with different
actors who switch roles - to add to the confusion
of Andrew.

If you are also confused and lose your way while
watching, don’t worry; welcome to Andrew’s world!

We've sought to portray, in the most delicate,
honest, respectful and truthful way how those
like Andrew suffer, while those around them also
suffer, in different ways. We hope the truth and
accuracy of the interactions between Andrew and
the others creates emotions you will share.

Atleast2in5Australians will suffer from dementia
- as my parents did - towards the end of their
lives. This play has helped me understand what
they and | experienced at the time.

| have been blessed to work with an amazing,
talented castand asuperb crew.|am most grateful
for their dedication and hard work.
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SET IN LONDON, AT THE PRESENT TIME

1 andrew’s flat
2 same room
3 same room and a different room
4 at night
5 laying the table for dinner
6 earlierin the day
7 a little later in the evening
8 afew minutes earlier in the evening
9 a little later
10 morning
11 almost immediately
12 a little later
13 the following morning
14 almost immediately - somewhere else
15 a new home

THERE IS NO INTERVAL AND CHANGES BETWEEN SCENES ARE VERY SHORT

director and producer GRANT PURDY
stage manager and props JENNY FORD
crew LILY RYAN
lighting design and ops SANDI MILLER
sound design PAM FORD
sound ops ANDREA MCMAHON
set design JOCK MACNEISH
set construction JELLE JAGER
set painting MARION COOPER
costumes NOELENE COOPER, DENISE FARRAN
prompt KERRY PARKINSON
posters and programs ALAN CORNELL
front of house manager LOUISE PHELAN

our special thanks to
DENISE FARRAN FOR THE ARMCHAIR AND KATE CROUCHER FOR THE DRINKS TROLLEY
and to our ongoing supporters
WARRANDYTE COMMUNITY BANK, RUBY TUESDAY JEWELLERS,

ROTARY CLUB OF WARRANDYTE - DONVALE, WARRANDYTE RIVERSIDE MARKET,
LIONS CLUB OF WARRANDYTE AND QUINTON’S SUPERMARKET

cast

ANDREW
reg ellery

Reg is very happy to be returning to his home theatre
company, Warrandyte Theatre Company (WTC). In the
last few years he has performed at WTC in several
productions:  Visitors, Love Letters and in Henrik
Ibsen's play The Lady from the Sea.In 2022 Reg played
Headmaster in 1812's production of The History Boys.
And in 2024 played a collection of 4 different minor
roles in Highway 1's production of The Lady in the Van.

Reg has found the role of Andrew in this play to be a
unique and testing challenge. From Andrew's point of
view, it's the world around him that has changed not
him. As he says, “There's something funny going on.”

ANNE
mia jabara

Mia graduated from New York University's Tisch School
of the Arts with a bachelor degree in Theatre and has
since worked professionally as an actor in the US, South
Korea and now back in her hometown of Melbourne.
She has performed in productions like fefu and her
Friends at the Atlantic Theatre Company in NYC and
TV shows like Red Swan on Disney Plus. She is excited
to make her Warrandyte Theatre Company debut with
The Father.

PETER
mason frost

Last seen at the Old Melbourne Court playing the role
of Leonard Vole in Agatha Christie'’s Witness For The
Prosecution - a BottledSnail production - Mason has
performed in a variety of theatre productions ranging
from festivals and monologues to multi-act plays.
Portraying the likes of Richard Hannay in The 39 Steps at
Eltham Little Theatre, Wadsworth in Clue with Playhouse
Players, Jim 0°Connor in WIC's The Glass Menagerie,
"Hal’ Dobbs in Proof with Peridot Theatre, d’Artagnan in
The Three Musketeers at Beaumaris Theatre and the best
man Tom in Malvern theatre’s Perfect Wedding to name a
few. Mason is so excited to return to Warrandyte Theatre
for The Father and hopes you all enjoy the show.

WOMAN /CATHERINE
lucia clarke

Lucia is thrilled to be back at Warrandyte after feeling
so warmly welcomed last year as Miss Prism in The
Importance of Being Earnest. The Father is of course a very
different play and it has been emotional and inspiring
to explore its evergreen themes of devotion, dignity and
memory with such a talented cast and crew.

MAN
andrew scarborough

After performing with Warrandyte Theatre Company in
The Glass Menagerie and The Lady From the Sea, Andrew
feels honoured to be performing in The Father with
this exceptionally talented cast and crew. It has been
a delight working with everyone and he hopes you all
enjoy the play.

LAURA
kerry walsh

[t's been a while between acts for Kerry, and she’s
excited to return to WTC and work with director Grant
Purdy again. Her first role at WTC was in A View From
The Bridge, directed by Purdy, and although she had no
lines, the experience inspired her to continue dabbling
in acting. Since then she has appeared as Sergeant
Malpole in the comedy Under The Table, and on the
other side of good as a KAOS agent in Eltham Little
Theatre’s production of Get Smart. Kerry is proud to be
part of The father, a moving portrayal of the impact and
complexities that dementia has on those it touches,
and hopes audiences connect with this powerful story.



